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Description
Introduction to foundational ideas in computational linguistics and 

natural language processing. Topics include formal language theory, 

probability theory, estimation and inference, and recursively de*ned 

models of language structure. Emphasis on both the mathematical 

foundations of the *eld as well as how to use these tools to understand 

human language.

• Prerequisite(s): COMP 250 and MATH 133, or permission of the 

instructor.

• Restriction: Not open to students who have taken or are taking 

LING 445.

• Students who are taking or have taken both COMP 330 and COMP 

424 are advised to take COMP 550 in place of COMP 445/LING 

445.

• This is a double-pre*x course and is identical in content with LING 

445.

• Some background in linguistics at the level of LING 201 is desirable, 

though not critical.

Most students use Visual Schedule Builder (VSB) to organize their 

schedules. VSB helps you plan class schedules, travel time, and more.
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