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LAWG 583. PUBLIC 
HEALTH LAW AND 
POLICY.
Credits: 3

O
ered by: Law (Faculty of Law)

Terms o
ered: Winter 2026

View o
erings for Winter 2026 in Visual Schedule Builder.

Description
De)nition and foundations of public health law. Introduction to 

public health methods regarding risk assessment, causation and 

the precautionary principle, and their interaction with legal norms. 

Examination of the powers and duties of the state to protect population 

health as well as the limits to state interventions pursuing the common 

good. Consideration of tools available to public health policy-makers, 

including nudging, regulation, prohibition, and litigation. Contemplation 

of the e
ectiveness of the criminal law and of private law in furthering 

public health goals. Analysis of speci)c case studies in public health 

law (e.g., infectious disease control, pandemic management, nutrition, 

tobacco, cannabis).

• Restrictions: Not open to students who have taken LAWG 516 or 

LAWG 535 when topic was "Public Health Law and Policy".

Most students use Visual Schedule Builder (VSB) to organize their 

schedules. VSB helps you plan class schedules, travel time, and more.

Launch Visual Schedule Builder

https://vsb.mcgill.ca/vsb/criteria.jsp?term=202601&courses=LAWG-583
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