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POLI 626. HISTORICAL 
ANALYSIS IN 
POLITICAL SCIENCE.
Credits: 3

O
ered by: Political Science (Graduate Studies)

This course is not o
ered this catalogue year.

Description
This seminar examines how political scientists engage with historical 

research. The course will interweave two broad themes: (1) 

methodological and ontological issues in historical social science, 

including the nature of historicist explanations, the comparative-

historical method, path dependence and critical junctures, rational 

choice explanations, and evolutionary theory; and (2) substantive 

macro theorietical questions that are central to the genre of historical 

social science, including questions of modernization, democratization, 

revolutions, state formation, colonialism, political parties, and historical 

analogies in foreign policy-making. In interweaving these two themes, 

we are interested in the broad macro ontological frameworks, the 

merits of the substantive arguments, and the interaction between the 

two.

• Note: The 0eld is Comparative Politics.

Most students use Visual Schedule Builder (VSB) to organize their 

schedules. VSB helps you plan class schedules, travel time, and more.

Launch Visual Schedule Builder

https://vsb.mcgill.ca/vsb/criteria.jsp

