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INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS
The immigration authorities do not issue visas to students unless they 

are studying full-time in a recognized program. Please note that McGill 

University does not issue any immigration documents. Most of the 

programs o�ered by the School of Continuing Studies are designed 

for part-time students, but some may be taken full-time. To be full-time 

in a credit program you must take at least 12 credits each term toward 

your program. The non-credit intensive English and intensive French 

language programs are full-time programs.

Prospective visa students should contact the School of Continuing 

Studies to verify that the program they wish to apply to may be taken 

full time. Admi)ed students will be given an International Student Study 

Plan and are advised, prior to registration, of the appropriate sequence 

of courses that will enable them to complete the program within the 

time frame speci,ed by the immigration authorities.

Note: Students in the intensive English or intensive French language 

programs will not be required to provide a Study Plan to immigration 

authorities.

Application Procedures – 
International Students
For acceptance into a program, students must complete a formal 

application. Please see Admission Requirements for information on 

how to apply to a program.

International students are reminded that in order to study at McGill, 

they are required to obtain a Study Permit (Visa) from Immigration, 

Refugees, and Citizenship Canada. This, in turn, can be issued only 

a2er a certi�cat d'acceptation du Québec (CAQ) has been obtained 

from the Ministère de l'immigration, de la Diversité et de l'inclusion of 

Quebec.

Initial application for a Study Permit may not be made from within 

Canada, although subsequent renewals may be made from within the 

country.

Acceptance into the School's programs does not necessarily entitle 

a student to a certi�cat d'acceptation du Québec or Study Permit, 

which is issued at the sole discretion of the respective immigration 

authorities, nor does it permit a student to work within Canada, for 

which a separate Work Permit is required.

Immigration Procedures
Unless their studies at McGill will be completed in less than six months, 

all students, other than Canadian citizens and permanent residents 

of Canada, must obtain proper authorization from both Quebec and 

Canadian immigration o7cials prior to proceeding to Canada and/or 

commencing studies.

Once you receive your Admission le)er from McGil University, you 

should start the application process for a certi�cat d'acceptation du 

Québec (CAQ). Once you receive your CAQ, obtaining a study permit 

can take three to six months. You should take this into consideration 

when making your application to the School of Continuing Studies.

Immigration authorities require prospective students to present proof 

of access to su7cient funds to support themselves for the period of 

their studies, before acceptance will be granted. Proof of a certi�cat 

d'acceptation du Québec (CAQ) will be required of all international 

students at registration. International students have the following two 

immigration options, depending on the length of time chosen to study 

in Canada:

Temporary Resident Visa (Only for Intensive 
English or Intensive French Language 
Programs)
If you are certain that you will study for less than six consecutive 

months, you need only apply for a Temporary Resident Visa from 

Immigration Canada. However, some international students may have 

to apply for an Electronic Travel Authorization (eTA). Please note that 

a person arriving on a Temporary Resident Visa cannot study for more 

than six consecutive months. Temporary Resident Visas cannot be 

changed to a Study Permit from within Canada.

Study Permit
Persons planning to study for more than six consecutive months 

are required to obtain a certi�cat d'acceptation du Québec (CAQ) 

from the Ministère de l'immigration, de la Diversité et de l'inclusion of 

Quebec. and a Study Permit from Immigration, Refugees, and 

Citizenship Canada. The ,rst application for these documents must 

be made before arriving in Canada. For more information, consult the 

Immigration Canada website at cic.gc.ca.

Students must start by applying for the certi�cat d'acceptation du 

Québec (CAQ) at the Ministère de l'immigration, de la Diversité et de 

l'inclusion o7ce designated to serve the geographic area where the 

student resides. The application form, as well as a guide on how to 

apply, is available on the Quebec government's website. Allow at least 

,ve weeks to complete the application process for a CAQ. Immigration 

Québec o7cials will notify the Canadian Visa Service in the embassy or 

consulate closest to the student when the CAQ has been approved or 

it may be mailed directly to the student. The student must then visit the 

Canadian Visa Service and apply for a Study Permit and a Temporary 

Resident Visa if required.

Note the Expiry Date on your Study Permit; in some cases, it may expire 

before you register for your second year at McGill. It is extremely 

important that you do not let your Study Permit expire. You should 

contact Quebec and Canadian immigration authorities six to seven 

weeks prior to the expiry date on your document.

For further information, students may contact the Canadian Embassy/

Consulate in their country of residence. McGill cannot determine the 

length of time that it may take to complete immigration procedures. We 

can only advise you to begin this process as soon as possible, and to be 

patient.

Immigration Contacts
Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship Canada 

Telephone: 1-888-242-2100 

Website: cic.gc.ca 

Client Support Centre: canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-

citizenship/corporate/contact-ircc/client-support-centre.html

Ministère de l'Immigration, de la Francisation et de l'Intégration 

(Immigration Québec) 

Telephone: 514-864-9191 

https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/continuing/admission-requirements/
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/visit-canada/eta.html
http://cic.gc.ca
https://www.quebec.ca/en/education/study-quebec/
http://cic.gc.ca
http://canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/contact-ircc/client-support-centre.html
http://canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/contact-ircc/client-support-centre.html
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Website: quebec.ca/en/immigration

Canadian Bureau for International Education (CBIE) 

220 Laurier Ave. West, Suite 1550 

O)awa ON K1P 5Z9 

CANADA 

Telephone: 613-237-4820 

Website: cbie.ca

Canada Border Services Agency 

From within Canada, call: 1-800-461-9999 (toll-free). 

From outside Canada, call: 204-983-3500 or 506-636-5064 (long-

distance charges apply). 

Website: cbsa.gc.ca

Further information regarding the regulations governing student 

status in Quebec can be provided by the nearest Canadian embassy or 

consulate.

https://quebec.ca/en/immigration/
http://cbie.ca
http://cbsa.gc.ca

