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HISTORY AND 
CLASSICAL STUDIES

About History and Classical 
Studies
The Department of History and Classical Studies has particular 

strengths in:

• Canadian history;

• British and European history;

• East Asian history;

• the history of science;

and newer !elds such as:

• the history of gender and sexuality;

• the history of the Atlantic and Indian Ocean worlds;

• global history.

The Department o'ers interdisciplinary options in developmental 

studies and gender and women’s studies at the M.A. level. The 

Department is composed of 40 full-time faculty members as well as 

a strong complement of visiting professors, faculty lecturers, and 

postdoctoral fellows. This array of dedicated teachers and scholars 

supports high-quality instruction and research across the periods 

of history and regions of the globe. Our professors have won many 

prizes for their books and articles, and their ongoing investigations are 

supported by the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council 

of Canada (SSHRC), the FRQSC, CFI, the Killam Trusts, and the 

Mellon Foundation. The Department is home to a number of major 

collaborative research projects, all of which also include students. 

Among these are: the Montreal History Group; the Indian Ocean World 

Centre (IOWC); Quelques arpents de neige, an environmental history 

group; and the French Atlantic History Group.

Classics was among the !rst disciplines taught at McGill College. Our 

students bene!t from the resources of closely related disciplines and 

draw on the academic expertise of scholars from various backgrounds. 

Many awards and prizes are available for students who excel in the 

classroom, and both undergraduates and graduates can join professors 

on study tours and !eld projects. Students can also become members 

of the Classics Students Association and publish their work in the 

McGill Journal of Classical Studies, aptly titled Hirundo—Latin for 

“swallow", like the martlets found on the McGill coat-of-arms, ever 

soaring in search of knowledge.

We o'er prospective students the chance to study with leading 

scholars in a variety of !elds.

Refer to the Department of History and Classical Studies website for 

detailed regulations and information.

History and Classical Studies 
Admission Requirements and 
Application Procedures
Admission Requirements
• A minimum cumulative grade point average (CGPA) of 3.3 out of 

4.0 is required;

• Applicants should have a reading knowledge of the language(s) 

needed for research purposes. There are opportunities to build on 

existing pro!ciency;

• Applicants need to meet McGill's English pro!ciency requirements.

Master in History
1. Normally, candidates are required to possess a B.A. (Honours) in 

History consisting of 60 credits in history. However, students with 

other undergraduate history degrees (normally including serious 

research components) may be considered eligible.

2. A minimum CGPA of 3.3 out of 4.0 (B+) in your undergraduate 

degree is required.

Master in History – Development Studies Option
Students have the same admission requirements as above. In the 

case of the Development Studies concentration, acceptance in the 

History M.A. program does not automatically entail acceptance in the 

concentration.

Master in History – Gender and Women's Studies 
Option
Students have the same admission requirements as above.

Ph.D. in History
Normally, an M.A. in History (students choosing the !eld of History of 

Medicine normally enter with an M.A. in History of Medicine).

Master in Classics
Candidates are required to have a B.A. (Honours) in Classics or 

equivalent.

Application Procedures
McGill’s online application form for graduate program candidates is 

available at mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply.

See University Regulations & Resources > Graduate > Graduate 

Admissions and Application Procedures > Application Procedures for 

detailed application procedures.

Refer to the Department of History and Classical Studies website for 

detailed information (mcgill.ca/history/graduate).

Application Dates and Deadlines
Application opening dates are set by Enrolment Services in 

consultation with Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies (GPS), while 

application deadlines are set by the Department of History and 

Classical Studies and may be revised at any time. Applicants must 

verify all deadlines and documentation requirements well in advance on 

the appropriate McGill departmental website; please consult the list at

mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program.

Information on application deadlines is available at mcgill.ca/

gradapplicants/how-apply/application-steps/application-deadlines.

https://www.mcgill.ca/history/
http://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/apply/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/regulations/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/regulations/graduate/admissions-application-procedures/
https://www.mcgill.ca/history/graduate/
https://www.mcgill.ca/gps/contact/graduate-program/
https://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/how-apply/application-steps/application-deadlines/
https://www.mcgill.ca/gradapplicants/how-apply/application-steps/application-deadlines/
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Admission to graduate studies is competitive; accordingly, late and/or 

incomplete applications are considered only as time and space permit.

Available Programs
• Classics (Non-Thesis) (M.A.) (45 credits)

• Classics (Thesis) (M.A.) (45 credits)

• History (Ph.D.)

• History (Thesis) (M.A.) (45 credits)

• History (Thesis): Development Studies (M.A.) (45 credits)

• History (Thesis): Gender and Women's Studies (M.A.) (45 credits)

Program Overview
The M.A. History program is built around a 3-credit, cotaught 

Research Seminar, which is required of all incoming students, as well 

as complementary courses. A range of dedicated but rotating 600-

level complementary courses are o'ered each year, reKecting areas 

of interest among the Department’s faculty. Besides coursework, 

students will produce a thesis under the supervision of one or more 

faculty members. The program aims to hone students’ skills in research, 

critical thinking, and analytical writing. It can be taken in preparation for 

a possible Ph.D. program or for a wide range of non-academic career 

options. The program is designed to be completed in one year, but 

may be extended into a second year. Students can earn their degree 

in History alone, or with an interdisciplinary concentration in Gender 

and Women's Studies or in Development Studies. In the case of the 

Development Studies concentration, acceptance in the History M.A. 

program does not automatically entail acceptance in the concentration. 

With or without a concentration, the degree consists of 45 credits.

The Ph.D. in History is a professional degree program that prepares 

students for participation in the academy as historians. They gain 

competence in historical methods and good control over at least three 

!elds of study. The dissertation is a work of primary research that 

makes a signi!cant contribution to knowledge. Candidates in the �eld 

of Medical History will prepare the major !eld for the comprehensive 

examination with a member of the Department of Social Studies of 

Medicine and the two minor !elds with members of the Department 

of History and Classical Studies. The thesis will normally be directed 

by the director of the major !eld. In all other respects, the same rules 

will apply to candidates in this area as apply to other Ph.D. students in 

History.

Location
Department of History and Classical Studies 

Stephen Leacock Building, 7th Koor 

855 Sherbrooke Street West 

Montreal QC H3A 2T7 

Canada 

Email: graduate.hcs@mcgill.ca 

Websites: 

History – mcgill.ca/history/graduate 

Classics – mcgill.ca/classics/graduate-studies

https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/classics-non-thesis-ma/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/classics-thesis-ma/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/history-phd/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/history-thesis-ma/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/history-thesis-development-studies-ma/
https://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/graduate/arts/history-classical-studies/history-thesis-gender-womens-studies-ma/
mailto:graduate.hcs@mcgill.ca
https://www.mcgill.ca/history/graduate/
https://www.mcgill.ca/classics/graduate-studies/

