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Program Description
The Cultural Studies option concentrates on analysis of forms of 

cultural expression and symbolic interaction, and of the various media 

through which these may be disseminated and transformed. Such 

study concerns symbolic form, aesthetically based forms of analysis, 

and the various modes of criticism and theory relevant to media which 

contain both verbal and non-verbal elements. The aim is above all to 

hone students' analytical and interpretive skills while introducing them 

to speci)c critical approaches to cultural studies. This is not a major in 

journalism or communications; and while many of our graduates go on 

to do creative work in a variety of media, instruction in )lm and video 

production is not part of the curriculum.

For the most up-to-date information on Department requirements 

and detailed course descriptions, please see the English Department 

Handbook at h.p://www.mcgill.ca/english/.

Degree Requirements — B.A. students
To be eligible for a B.A. degree, a student must ful)l all Faculty and 

program requirements as indicated in Degree Requirements for the 

Faculty of Arts (h.ps://coursecatalogue.mcgill.ca/en/undergraduate/

arts/degree-requirements/).

We recommend that students consult an Arts OASIS advisor (h.ps://

www.mcgill.ca/oasis/) for degree planning.

Degree Requirements — B.A. & Sc. students
This program is o
ered as part of a Bachelor of Arts and Science (B.A. 

& Sc.) degree.

To graduate, students must satisfy both their program requirements 

and their degree requirements.

• The program requirements (i.e., the speci)c courses that make up 

this program) are listed under the Course Tab (above).

• The degree requirements—including the mandatory Foundation 

program, appropriate degree structure, and any additional 

components—are outlined on the Degree Requirements 

page (h.ps://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?

url=h.ps%3A%2F%2Fmcgill-ca-next.courseleaf.com%2Fen

%2Fundergraduate%2Farts-science%2Fdegree-requirements

%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjonathan.gates2%40mcgill.ca

%7C3ed6ba160a8a463d423208dd73805c5e

%7Ccd31967152e74a68afa9fcf8f89f09ea

%7C0%7C0%7C638793717593083893%7CUnknown

%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ

%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yR

%2B7kQD9vUyo3aZ0XHmz5VD8hOQql

%2FabHwiNh4VHrb4%3D&reserved=0).

Students are responsible for ensuring that this program )ts within 

the overall structure of their degree and that all degree requirements 

are met. Consult the Degree Planning Guide (h.ps://www.mcgill.ca/

sousa/currentstudents/degreerequirements/basc) on the SOUSA 

website for additional guidance.

Required Courses (9 credits)
These courses should be taken in the )rst two terms of the program.

Expand allContract all

Course Title Credits

ENGL 275 Introduction to Cultural Studies. 3

ENGL 277 Introduction to Film Studies. 3

ENGL 359 The Poetics of the Image. 3

Complementary Courses (27 
credits)
27 credits selected as described below.

Note on Topics Courses: The Department of English oQers courses 

which change topic from academic year to academic year. Depending 

on the topic in a speci)c year, these courses may count toward 

diQerent program requirements. At the time they register for a topics 

course, students should con)rm with their program adviser the 

program requirement it ful)ls for that academic year.

Major Figures
3 credits from a list of courses on Major Figures in Cultural Studies:

Expand allContract all

Course Title Credits

ENGL 315 Shakespeare. 3

ENGL 381 A Film-Maker 1. 3

ENGL 418 A Major Modernist Writer. 3

ENGL 444 Studies in Women Authors. 3

ENGL 481 A Film-Maker 2. 3

Canadian Component
3 credits from a list of courses in Cultural Studies with a Canadian 

component:

Expand allContract all

Course Title Credits

ENGL 393 Canadian Cinema. 3

ENGL 440 First Nations and Inuit Literature and Media. 3

ENGL 441 Special Topics in Canadian Cultural Studies. 3

Theory, Criticism and Methods
3 credits of Theory, Criticism, and Methods courses from the 

complementary list or with the permission of your department adviser.

Expand allContract all
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2  English - Cultural Studies Major Concentration (B.A. & Sc.) (36 credits)

Course Title Credits

ENGL 317 Literary and Cultural Theory 3

ENGL 318 Literary and Cultural Methods 3

ENGL 319 Literary and Cultural Criticism 3

ENGL 322 Theories of the Text. 3

ENGL 346 Materiality and Sociology of Text. 3

ENGL 352 Theories of DiQerence. 3

400-Level Theory
3 credits from a list of 400-level courses in Cultural Studies with a 

theoretical component.

Expand allContract all

Course Title Credits

ENGL 444 Studies in Women Authors. 3

ENGL 454 Topics in Cultural Studies and Gender. 3

ENGL 479 Philosophy of Film. 3

ENGL 484 Seminar in the Film. 3

ENGL 489 Culture and Critical Theory 1. 3

ENGL 490 Culture and Critical Theory 2. 3

ENGL 492 Image and Text. 3

Historical Dimension
6 credits from a list of courses in Cultural Studies with an historical 

dimension:

Expand allContract all

Course Title Credits

ENGL 350 Studies in the History of Film 1. 3

ENGL 351 Studies in the History of Film 2. 3

ENGL 363 Studies in the History of Film 3. 3

ENGL 374 Film Movement or Period. 3

ENGL 444 Studies in Women Authors. 3

ENGL 451 A Period in Cinema. 3

ENGL 480 Studies in History of Film 1. 3

Additional Courses
9 additional credits from ENGL oQerings, in the Literature, Cultural 

Studies, and Drama and Theatre Options. Other courses require 

approval by a departmental adviser.

Other Departments
Students are normally permi.ed to count 6 credits from other 

departments toward their English programs. In exceptional 

circumstances, an adviser who is approached by a student with 

strong academic grounds for including a third such course may grant 

permission (to a maximum of 9 extra-departmental credits) and must 

so indicate in advance by signing the departmental program audit 

sheet.


